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came back to the spot several times. On one of these occa-
sions his ass met a mule, who said to her, " Still working
away ! " She answered, " My master has found riches and
is carrying them off." The rrxule replied, " When you come
among people, do you just jib and drop the panier on the
ground. The folk will see it, the murder will be out, and
your master will leave you in peace." The man had heard
their talk and he filled the panier with nothing but earth.
When they came among people, the ass backed and dropped
the panier to the ground, and her master beat her to his
heart's content. Then he resumed the business of carrying
off the treasure and became a merchant of good standing.
Now in his house he had fowls and a bitch. One day he
went into his barn ; a hen followed him and ate some grains
of corn. A cock said to her, " Bring me a little," The hen
answered him, " Eat for yourself." At that their master
fell a-laughing. His wife asked him, " What makes you
laugh ? " " Nothing/' says he. " You are laughing at me,"
says she. " Not a bit of it," says he. " You must tell me
what you are laughing at," says she. " If I tell you, I shall
die," says he. " You shall tell me and die to-night," says
she. He brought forth corn and said to his wife, " Give
alms." He asked people in and made them eat, and when
they went forth he set food before the bitch, but she would
not touch it. The neighbour's dog came, as he did every
day, to eat with the bitch. That day he found the food un-
touched. " Come, eat," says he. " No," says she. " Why ? "
says he. She told him : " On hearing the fowls talk, my
master-fell a-laughing; his wife asked him, * Why do you
laugh ? ' ' If I tell you,' says he, ' I shall die.' ' Tell me and
die,' says she. That," added the hen, " is why he has given
alms, for when he has revealed the secret he will die, and I shall
find nobody like him." The dog answered, " Since he under-
stands the language of animals, let him take a stick and lay on
to her till she has had her fill of it, and as he beats he shall say,
' That was why I laughed ! That was why I laughed ! That
was why I laughed ! * till she says, ' Reveal nothing to me.' "
The man heard the talk of the dogs ; he went and took a
stick. When his wife and he went to bed, " Tell it to me,"
quoth she. Then he drew out the stick and hit her, saying